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SUBJECT: TRUDEAU SWEEPS PAST CLARK IN POPULARITY POLL 

1. IN SURVEY CONDUCTED THREE WEEKS BEPORE PM'S SUCCESSPUL 
WASHINGTON VISIT, 43 PERCENT OP VOTERS INDICATED THEY 
PAVOR TRUDEAU IN OPPICE AND ONLY 30 PERCENT WANT CLARK 
RUNNING COUNTRY. THIS HEAD-TO-HEAD POLL IS DRAMATIC 
REVERSAL OF FORTUNES POR TWO POLITICIANS AS LAST SEPTEMBER 
SAME POLL SHOWED CLARK LEADING TRUDEAU NATIONALLY BY 36 
TO 28 PERCENT. IN LATEST SURVEY, TRUDEAU MOVED AHEAD OF 
CLARK IN KEY AREAS OP ONTARIO BY 44 TO 29 PERCENT AND OP 
QUEBEC BY 55 TO 16. TRUDEAU ALSO NARROWED CLARK'S LEAD 

IN WEST WHICH IS PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE (PC) LEADER'S 
CENTER OP STRENGTH. 

2. RESULTS OP POLL ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT. REGARDLESS OF ANY POLITICAL FEELING YOU MAY 
HAVE, AND THINKING JUST OP THE INDIVIDUALS, WHICH MAN DO 
YOU THINK WOULD MAKE THE BEST PRIME MINISTER POR CANADA - 
PIERRE TRUDEAU OR JOE CLARK? 

TRUDEAU CLARK OTHER UNSURE 
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3. COMMENT: THIS REMARKABLE CHANGE IN TRUDEAU'S POPULAR 
STANDING IS ESSENTIALLY DUE TO TWO EACTORS: (A) GROWING 
REELING AMONG CANADIANS THAT PM IS BEST QUALIEIED PERSON 
TO THWART QUEBEC SEPARATIST THREAT AND TO PRESERVE UNITY 
OE COUNTRY; AND (B) CLARK'S INABILITY AFTER ONE YEAR AS 
OPPOSITION LEADER TO SHOW ANY CHARISMA AND TO CONVINCE ANY 
APPRECIABLE NUMBER OE PEOPLE HE HAS LEADERSHIP QUALITIES. 
PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVES CAN DERIVE SOME COMEORT FROM 
THEIR CONTINUING LEAD OVER LIBERALS IN PARTY-TO-PARTY 
POLL, BUT WE SUSPECT RESULTS OE NEXT POLL OP THIS TYPE 
WILL SHOW LIBERALS CLOSING GAP. IP THEY DO SO, PRESSURE 
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY MOUNT ON TRUDEAU TO CALL AN EARLY 
GENERAL ELECTION. ENDERS 
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